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dubearten the and nblam & surres-

SPEECH OF GOV, SEWARD,
; In Renate, Narch 3, 1858,
AGAINST THE LECOMPTON CONSTITUTION.

P ——

S Mn. Prpervest: Eight years sgo, we slew the
Wikmet Proviso in the Seoate €hamber, and buried 1t
with trinmphd] demonstrations under the floors of the
@epitol  Foor yoars later, we exploded altogether the
Gme-bonored rystem of governing the Temiones by
ruies and regulations, and published sol pro-

in ita stead & new gospal of Popular Sover-

. whose ways, like thoss of Wisdon, were to

- Be waysof pleasantnces, snd all of whose pl{h.l were
shpposed 1o be the fowery pathaof peace. Neverthe-
Boes, the quéstion whethar there shall be Slavery or No
Savery in the Territories s again the stirriog passage
of the dsy. The restless Proviso lins burst the oere-
ments of the grave, and, striking hands hers in our
wery presence with the gentle spirit of Popular Sover-

run mad, is seen raging freely in our halls, scat.’

fering dismiay g the Administration benches in
Dotk Housee of Congress, Thus anold and unwelcome
Meon ie read to us avew, The question of Klavery in
e Federnl Tenitories, which are the nurseries of
fatare States, independently of sll its moral and humane
eléments, involves n dynastic stroggle of two
smdagonistic systems, the labor of slaves aod
he labor of ‘freemen, for mastery n the Fed-
oral Pnien. One of these systems partukes of an
*gristocratic charucter; the other is purely democratic.
Baah one of the existng States has staked, or it will
stake, not only ite internal welfare, but also

e influence in the Federal counails, on the decision of

* ghat eontest, Such & struggle is not to ke arrested
guelled, or reconciled, by temporary expedientsorcota-

Mr. President, I alwayvs engage reluctantly in these
diseussions, which swaken passion just in the degree
Bt their importance demands the impartial unpiraze
of reason. This reluctance decpens now, when 1 look
around me, and count the able contestunts who bhave
pewly entercd the lists on either side, and shudowy
Sorms of many great and honored tatesmen who ones
were eloquent in these dispates, but whose tongues
bave rince become stringless instrmments, rise up
before me. It is, however, & maximin mlitary science,
shat in ion for war, every one should think sa
o the last event depended on his connsel, nud in every
great battle each one should fight u=if he were the
soly champion.  The P'I"lll[‘i.sllﬂ, perhups, ts equsll
wound in political affaire, 11 it be possible, | ﬂhnﬁ
perform my present duty in such u way as to wound
Bo just seusibilities. [ must, however, review tha
action of Presidents, Senstes, and Congresses. 1 do,
ipdeed, with all my heart, rejoct the instriction given

the Italian master of Euli!irul scienes, which
#eaches that all men are bad by nature, and that they
will pot fail to show this depravity whenever they
bave & fair opportunity. But jealousy of Exccutive
power is & high, practical virtue in Republics, and we
shall find it bard to deny the justice of the charncter
of free legislative bodies, which Charles James Fox
drew, when be said that the British House of Com-
mons, of which he was at the moment equally an
arpament und an idol, like every other popular a<sem-
bly, must be viewed as o mass of men capable of too
much attachment and too much animosity, capable of

biased by weak and even wicked motives, and
Bable to be governed by ministerinl intluence, by
Tbe and by corruption.

r. President, 1 propose to inquire, in the first
place, why the question before us ix attended by real
L t dangers,

1 think our apprehensions are in part due to the in-

i i of the transaction concerned. When-
ever weo add & new column to our Federal colonuade,
we need to lay ite foundations so firmly, to shape its
shaft with such just proportions, to poise it with such
exactness, and 10 adjust its conuections with the ex-
fsting structure so parefully, that, instead of fallin
peematurely, and draggivg other and veneruble col-
mmne with it to the ground, it may stand erect for-
@ver, increasing the grandeur aud the stability of the
whele maseive and imperial fabrie.  Still, the admis.
#shon of & new State is ot Recessarily or even custom-

attended by either embarrassments or alarins,
'We have already admitted eighteen new States with-
o8t perious commotions, except in the cases of Mis-
pouri, Texas and California, We are even now admit-
Mimg two others, Minnesota and Oregon; and these
sranssctions go on so emoothly, tust only close ob-
wervers are aware that we are thus consolidating our
deominion ou the sbores of Lake Superior, and almos
st the gates of the Arctic Ovean.

1t is manife et that the spprehended difficultios in the
present case Lave some relation fto the dispute cou-
eerning Slavery which is raging within the Territory
of Konssr. Yet i must be remembered that nive of
the pew States which bave been aduiitted expressly
eetablished Slavery, or tolerated it, sud nipe of them
forbade it, The excitement, therefore, is due to pecu-
Bes circumetanuces, 1 thunk there are three of them,

£

Bamely :

First - That whereas, in the beginning, the nscend-
eacy of the Slave States was abeolute, it is now belog
reve

Becond : That whereas, heretofore, the Natiounl
Bovernment favored this v'hnngv of balance from the

ve Biates to the Free States, it has now reversed
Tr_pluy. and ‘Em the change.
ird ; That National Intervention in the Territo-
pien in favor of Slave Labor and Slave States is op-
E.‘ to the patural, social and moral development of
Republic.
Itmm almost _unneur] u; demountra.t: the firat
itions. In the inning, there wore
twelve _SII.P::WMM, and only ?ﬁm tm was Free.
, #ix of those twelve have become Free; snd
there are sinteen Free States to fifteen Slave Statee.
the three candidates now bere, Kansas, Minnesots
(h'rﬁon, shall be udmitted as Free .Q'mee, then
will be nineteen Free States to fifteen Slave

;!!?&

$tates. Originally, there were twenty-four Benators |
of Sluve Stares, and ouly two of a Free State; now
Shere are thirty-two Senstors of Free States, and

Shirty of Siave States. In the first Constitutionsl
the Siave States bad fifty-seveu Represcn-
tatives, and the one Free State had only eight; now,
she Free States have one hundred aud forty-four Re-
mﬁuvu, while the Slave States have only ninety.
changes have happened In a period during
which the Slave States have almost uninterruptedly
exercised parnmonnt influence in the Government, and
motwithstanding the Constitution itsellf has opposed
well-known checks to the relative increase of repre-
wentation of Free States. [ assuwe, thereiore, the
of my first proposition,

, 8ir, & second circumstance, uamoly:
That whereas, in the earlivr nge of the Republic, the
Wational Government favored this change, vet it has
mnce altogethor reversed that policy, and it now
the change. 1 do not claim that heretofore
National Government always, or even habitually,

mtervened in the Territories in favor of the F
States, but only that such intervention preponderated.
‘While Blavery existed in all of the States but ooe, at
the ing, yet it waa far less intense in the
Northern than in some of the Southern States. All of
be former contemplated an early smancipation, The
fathers seem 5ot to have anticipated an enlargement
of the National Territory; comsequently, they ex-
that all the pew Btates to be hereafter admit-
would be organized upon subdivisions of the then
-h-ﬂm_. of upon divislons of the thea existing
sational domain. That domuin lay bebind the thirteen
Btates, and stretched from the Lakes to the Gulf, sud
was bounded westward by the Mississippi. It was
naturally divided by the Ohio River, and the Northweet
Territory and the Routhwest Territory were organ-
iwed on ihat division. It was fureseén, even then,
that the pew Btates to be admitted would ultimarely
overbalance the thirteen originl ones. They wers,
ver, mainly to be yet planted and matared in

Tt, with the agency of human wbor,

The fathers knew only of two kinds of labor, the
same which now exist among ourselves—namely, the
labor of African Blaves and the labor of fresmen,
The former then predomindted in this country, as it
did thronghout the continent. A confessed deficicncy
of Blave Labor could basupplicd ordy by & continuance
of the then existing importation from Africa. The
Ely of Froe Labor depended on dowmestic increase,

& voluntary immigration from Enrope, Settle-
ments, which bad thes early taken on & Free-
Labor character or & Blave-Labor character, were
wlready maturing in thoso parte of old States whicl
wers 1o be ultimately detached and formed into new
Batos. When new States of this class were orgaa-
fzed, they wereadmitted promptly, sither as Froe States
or as Blave States, without objection. Thus Vermont,
Pree Btate, was admitted in 1191, Keotucky, a Slave
“‘.-II‘I-W. and Teunesses, alse 8 Slave Btate, in
179, Five new Statea were contemplatsl to be
erected in the Northwest Territory, Practically it
‘was unoccupied, and thercfore opes to Inbor of either
Kod. The oge kind or the other, in the absonce of
any anticipated iemulation, would predominate,

nel a8 Copgress should intervene to favor it.

¢ iptarvened in favor of Free Labor.

This, indeed, was an act of the Continental Congross,
bt it was cofirmed by the first Constitutions! Con-
m- The fathers sunultanconsly adopted three
magsuree of less direct intervent ion., o1, they
mitialed ' 1789, and completed in 1808, the absointe
suppression of the African Blave Trade, Y,
Bhey organined ryrteme of foreign comwerce aad oavi

; which stimulated voluntray immigration from
m;‘.‘ MI,,? establiched an_oaey, «impie
i provess of naturalization. The change of
the of power from the Siave States to the Free
Gtsten, which we are now witnewing, is due chrfly 10
those four méasures of national intervention 10
favor of Free Labor, It would have taken place mach
sooner if the borders ¢f the Rapublic remained
gnchanged. The purchase of Louisiana and the sc-

pisition of Flords, however, were transsctions re-
sulting from bigh political recessities, in disregard of
the question betwesn Free Labor and Slave Labor, In
admitting the new State of Louisians, which was or-
gsnized on the Slave-Labor settioment of New-Or-

ans, Congress practioed the same nentrality which it
had before exerciced in the States of Kentucky anl
Tennessee, No secons dispite srose until “1819,
when Misscuri, orgauiced within the former prov-
inee of Louisiana wpon & Shave-Labor settlement in
8t. Louie, spplied for adinission as o Slave State, and
Arkansss was mnmfw;% preparing to appear soon in
the snme charncter, The balancs of power batwesn

- the Slave States nnd the Free States was already re-

duced to an equilibnium, and the eleven Frae States
had an equal representation with the eleven Slave
States in the Senate of the Upited States, The Slave
Stater unanimounly insisted on sn unqualified adinis-
giom of Missouri., “The Fres Stutes, with less unnnimi-
ty, demanded that the new State should renonnce
Nuvery, The sontroversy seetned to alinke the Union
to its foundutions, and it was terminated by o compro-
mire. Mimsouri wos admitted ra & Slave State,  Ar-
kansns, rather by implication than by express agree-
ment, was to be admitted, and it afterward was ad-
mitted, nea Slave Ktate, On the other hand, Slavery
waa forever prohibited in ull that part of the oid prov-
inve of Louixiana yet remainiog unoccupied, which
lny north of the parallel of 4 M north latitude.
The reservation for Free Labor included the immense
region now known as the Tervitories of Kauvsas and
Nebraskn, and seemed awple for eight, ten, or mors
Free States, The severity of the struggle and the
conditions of the comproniise indicated very plainly,
however, that the vigor of national intervention in
fuvor of Free Lubor and Free States was exhausted.
Still, the existing statutes were adequate to secure an
uitimate nscendancy of the Free States,

The policy of intervention in favor of Save Labor
and Slave States begun with the further removul of
the borders of the Republic. T cheerfully admit that
thia policy hae ot been persisteut or exclusive, and
claim only that it has been, sod yet is, predominsat,
1 nmn not »ow to deplore the anoexation of Texas,
remark #imply that it was a bold mensure, of doubtful
constitutionulity, distinetly adopted as an act of inter-
vention i faver of Slave Labor, and msde or inténded
to be made most effective by the stipulation thnt the
new State of Texas may hereaftor be divided und so
reorganized as to constitute five Rlave States, This
great act cast along shsdow before it—a <hadow
which perplexed the people of the Free Btate-. It
was then that o feeble sovial wovement, which aimed
by moal persussion st the manumission of slaves,
give pluce to political orgenizations, which have
ever soce gone on increasing in eperpy and extent,
directed againssn further extension of Slavery in the
United States. The war between the Unitod States
ard Mexico, and the acquisition of the Mexican
Provivces of New-Mexico und Upper California, the
fiuits of that war, were s .-mnu--‘mlel_\.- and directly
consequences of the annexation of Texas, that all of
those events in fact may be regarded ns constituting
one set of interventioo in favor of Slave Labor and
Slave States, The field of the strife bet ween the two
eysteme hod become widely cularped.  Indesd it was
vow continental, The smazing minernl wealth
of California  stimulated  settlement  there  into
& rapidity  like that  of  vegetation, The
Mesican inws which prevailed in the newly-
sequired Territorien dictated to them Free Labor,
and thus the astounding question arose for the
first time: Whether the Uvited States of América,
whosi Constitution was bused on the principle of the
political equality of all men, would blight and coree
with Sluvery a congquered land which enjoyed univer-
sl Freedow.  The Blave States denied the obligstion
of these lnwe, und ingisted on their abrogation. The
Free States maintsined them, aod demanded their
confirmation through the ensctment of the Wilmot
'rovise,  The Slave States aod the Froe Statos were
yet in equilibMum, The controversy continned here
fwo years, The set'lers of the new Territories be
came mpatient, and precipitated s solution of the
question.  They organized new Free States in Califor-
nin and New-Mexico. The Mormons uleo framed a
Government in Utah,  Cougress, aiter & bowilderiog
exvitement, determined the mwtter by another com-
promise. |t adipitted Californin a Free State, dis.
membered New-Mevico, transferring a large district
free from Slavery to Texus, whose lnws ecarried
Slavery cver it, and suljected the residue to a Tern-
torisl Government, as it ulso sahjected Utab, and
stipuluted that the fu'nre Buites tu be organiaed in
those Territories should be admitted either as Free
Stutes or &= Slave States, as they should elect. |
pass over the portions of this arrangement which
did not bear dircctly on the pont in o econiliet
The Federal Government presented thfs compro-
wise to the ]pen}-hs. as & oomprehensive, final and

rpetual  adjustinent of all then existing and all
future questions having any relation to the subject of
Slavery within the Territories or claewhere, The
country accepted it with that proverbia! facility which
Free States practice, when time brings an a stern cou-
tiet which popular passions proveke, and st o distunee
defy. This haleyon pesce, however, hind not ceased
to be --c-l‘-bralﬂi,. wen the new-born neceasities of
trade, trave! and labor required an opening of the re
gion in the old province ot Louisianr north of 36 5,
which bal been reserved in 1820, and dedicated to
Free Labor aud Free States, The old guestion was
revived in regard to that Territory, and took the nar-
row name of the Kansas question, just as the stream
which Lake Superior disclarges, now contracting
it<elf into rivers and precipitating itsell down rapids
and cataracts, and now epresding out ite waters into
broud seas, assumes & new name with every change
of form, but continues nevertheless the same majestic
and irresistible flood under every chauge, im-nmsint:
in depth and in volume until it loses itself in the all-
shrorhing ocean.

No one had ever said or even thought that the law
of Precdem in this region coald be repealed, impaired
orevaded, Its constiiutionality had indeed boen ques-
tioned at the time of its enactiwent; but this, with all
other objections, had heen surrendered ae part of the
compromise, 1t was regarded o bearing the sauction
of the public fuith, ns it cortainly liad those of time
wnd aciuisscence. But the slavebolding people of
Missouri looked across the border into Kansas, and
coveted the land., The Slave States sould net (a8 to
sympathize with them. It seemed 88 if no orgaviza-
tion of Government could be effected in the Territory.
The Senstor from Hlinois [Mr, Dougles| projected a
selieme, Under lis wigorous leading, Congress cre-
nted two Territories—Nebraska and Kaonsas. The
former (the more portberu one) mught, it was sup-
posed, he settled without Slavery, aud become a Free
State, or severnl Free States, The latter (the sauth-
ern one, was accessible to the Slave States, bordered
on ene of them, and was regarded as containing & re-
qion inviting to elaveholders, 8o it might be settled
by them, and beceme one ormore Blave States, Thus,
indirect]y, & further compremise might be effected, it
the Missouri probibition of I8 should be abro-
vated,  Congress sbrogated it, with the spacial
and effective co perativn of the Presidest, and
thus  the Nationsl Goversmsut directly in-
terveped in favor of Slave Labor.  Lond re-
monstrances against the messre, on the ground of
its violation of the nationel fuith, were silenced by
elamorous avowsls of a discovery that Congress had
never had any right to intervene in the Terntories for
or against Slavery, but that the eitizens of the United
States residing within 8 Territory had, like the people
of every State, exclusive sutborty and jurisdiction
over Slavery, as one of the domestic relations. The
Kuuvsas-Nebruska act only recognized and atfirmed
this right, ss it wassaid, The theory was not indeed
pew, but & vagrant one, which had for some time gone
shout =eeking among political parties the charity o
sdoption, under the name of Squutter Bovereiguty, I
wae now brought to the fort, and baptized with the
more sttractive appellation of Popular Sovervignty
It was idle tor & timo to say that, under the Missour
Prohibition, freemen in the Territory had all the
rights which freemen could desire—perfect freedom to
do eversthivg but establish Slavery. Popular Bov
ereignty offered the indulgence of o taste of the
fruit of the tree of the knowledge of evil as well
a8 of good—a more perfect freedom, Insomunch as
the proposition see to come from & Free State
ll'Je Biave States could mot resist its seductivns,
wlthoogl sugcious men saw that they were dalusive,
Consequently, & small and ineffectunl” stream of slave
labor wans af once furced into Kansas, enginecred by
8 large number of politicians, advoestes at once of
Slavery and of the Federal Administration, who pro-
ceeded with great haste o prepare the means so to
carry the first elections asto obtain the lnws neces.
_sary for the protection of Slavery. It is one thing,
however, to expunge statutes from a national code,
and quite snother to subvert a uational institution,
even though it be only A monument of Freedom
located in the desert. Nebraska was resigned to froe
labor without a struggle, and Kansas becsie a then-
ter of the first actual mational contlict hetween slave-
bulding and froe-labor i '

& nmigrants, wet fuce to fave,
to organize, throngh the machinery of republican
sotion, & eivil commupity, il AIBLL o
-;Tl!i" plrﬂsl‘ d:l_ured L Iﬂdeli_ﬂll thmr.pru:nnm-.[-_
conduct and bearing, asin their principles, 'The free lu-
borers came inte the Territory with mf,,, ho Ant
tle, implewents,and engives, with snergi T e
by associations and i ies concentrated

¥ and strengthened by the recognition of
some_ of the States, They warked out farms, sond
eites for mille, towns and citios, nod procosded at onee
to bnﬂd, ‘0 Ph" and to sow, The W“l to de-
bate, to discose, 1o organize P"“’;I’E' and to vote

and (o Abide iLe camvase. The Slave-labor party eo-

tered the Territory ‘rregnlarly, staked ont possesnons,
marked them, and then, in most instances, withdrew
tothe Etates from which they had coma to sll their
new acquismitions or to return and resume them, A8 cir-
sumstapces shoukd render ote course or the other ex:

edient. They ift srmed men in the Terntory 9

eep wateh and guard, and to enmmon external aid,
ither {n vote or to fight, asshoukl be found pacoessry.
They were fortiied by the favor of the Administrs-
tior, aud assumed to act with it aunthority, Intolersot
of debate, aud defiant, they hurried on the elsctions
which were 1o be so pervérted thal an usurpation
shonuld be established. They rang ot their summons
when the appointed time came, snd armed baniie
of partisans, from States near and remote, in-

vaded and ertered the Territory  with ban-
nérs, ammenition, provisiogs and  fornge, and
epenmped  around the pollk Tney seized the

ballat-boxes, replaced the Jodges of Electiona with
partisape of their own, drove sway their opponents,
filled the boxes with as many votes a4 the exirencies
demanded, and, leaving the resulta to ha returned by
relinhle hands, they marched back again to their dis
tant homes to celebrate the conquest and exult in the
prospect of the establishment of Slavery upan the
soil #o long consecrated to Freedom. Thus, in & sin-
gle dny, they became parents of & State without affec-
tion for it, snd childless sgain without bereavement.
In this firet hour of trial, the new svstem of Populer
Boversignty signally failed--failed because it is im-
poseible to organize, by one single act, in one day, s
community perfectly free, perfectly sovervign, and per-
fectly constituted, out of elements unsa-imilated, un-
arranged and uncomposed. Free Labor right‘uly
won the day, Slave Labor wrest d the victory te

itsell by fraud and violeoce. Insteidof a free Rapub-.

lican Government in the Territory, such as Populsr
Roversignty had prom =ed, there was thenand thence-
forth a hatefuln tion. Thisausurpation procesded
wi‘hout delay apd without eempunction to disfran-
chise the people. It transfirred the Slave Code of
Missouri to Kansas, withont stopping in all cases to
gubstitute the name of the new Territory for that of
the old State, It practically suspended popular lec-
tiona for three yenrs—the nsurping Legislature asyim-
ing that term for its own members, while it
committed all subordinate trusts to ngents 8p

ointed by itself. It barred the Courts snd the

uries to ite ndversaries by test oaths, and made

& crime to think what one plessed, and to write and
print what ane thought, It berrowed all the erginery
of tyranny, but the torture, from the practiee of the
Stunrts, The party of Free Labor appealed to the Gov-
ernor (Reeder to correct the false election returns.
He intervered, but ineffeetunlly, and yet even for tha’
intervention was denounced Ly the A-‘Imm:’-tmNuQ or-

ans, avd, after long sand unacceptable ex lanations,
il' whe removed from office by the President. The
pew Governor (Shapoon] sustained for a while the
usurpation, but failed to effect the subjugation of the
people, although he organized 1+ a militin nn armed
partiean band of adventurers whe Lad intruded them.
selves into the Territory to forca Slavery upon the
prople.  With tie netive cobperntion of thie band, the
puity of Slave Labor disarmed the Free State emi.
granta, who had now learned the necessity af being
prepared for self-defense, on the horders of " the Terni.
tory, and on the distant ronds and rivers which led
into it. They destroyed a bridge that Free-Labor
wen used in their way to the seat of Government,
sacked o hote] where they lodzed, and broke np and
enst irto the river a press which was< the orgau of
their cause,

The people of Knnsas, thus deprived, not merely of
self-government, but even of peace, tranquillity, ard
security. fell back on the illn‘fivllan‘ revolutionar
right of voluntary reorganization, They determined,
howerer, with admirable temper, judgment, and loy-
lllty. to conduet their proceedings for this purpose in
reference nnd subordination to the anthority of the
Federnl Union, and nccording to the lioe of safe
precedents,

After due elections, open to allthe inhahitant= of the
Territory, they vrganized provisionslly s 3tate Gov-
crnment at Topeka; and by the hands of provisional
Senators, and & provisional representative, they sub-
mitted their Constitution to Congress, and prayed to
be admitted ax 8 Free State into the Federal Union,
The Federal authorities lent no aid to this movement,
hut, on the contrary, the President nml Benate con-
temptuously rejected it, and denounced it as treason,
and nll its actors and abettors a5 disloyal to the Union,
An srmy was dispatehed into the Territory, intended
inde ed fo preserve peace, but at the same time to vbey
utd eustan the usurpation.  The provisional Legiela-
ture, which had met to confer, and to adopt further
mesng to urge the prayers of the people uE-m{'cm TERE,
were diepersed by the Army, and the State officers
provisicnally elecled, who had committed no eriminal
act, were arrested, indietad, and held in the Federal
canp o= State prisoners. Nevertheless, the paople of
Kunsas did not acquiesve, The usurpation remained
s barren authority, defied, derided and despised.

A vationnl eleclion was now nprruu'hing. Exei
went within, and sympathies withont the Territory,
must be allayed, Gov. Shannon was removed, and
“t Geary was appointed bis successor. He exactad
submirsion to the statutes of the uvsurpation, but
promised equality in their administration. He in-
duced & repeal of some of those etatutes which
wero  most  obvionsly  unconstitutional, aud de-
clared un mmmesty for political offenses. He per-
rusded the Legisiature uF‘l li¢ usurpation to ordain
call for & Convention st Lecempton, to forin & Consti-
ution, if the mensure should be npproved by 8 popu-
‘wr vote ot an election to be neld for that purpose, To
vote at such an electlon was to recognize and tolerate
the nsurpation, ax well as to submit to disfranchising
lawe, Buc to hazard o revews] of the frauds and vio;
Jence by which the usurpation bad been setablished,
Ou no secount would the Degisluture agree that the
projected Comstitution should be submitted to the
yeople, after it should have been perfected by the
‘onvention, The refusal of this just measure, so
mecessary to the public security in case of surprise
and fraud, was a confession of the purpose on the
part of the usurpatin to carry & Constitution into
effect by surprisee sud fraud, The Governor insisted
on this provision, and demanded of the President of
the United States the removal of & partial and tyran.
uieal Judge. He failed to gain til‘hl-r measure, and
incurred the diepleasure of the usurpation by seeking
them. He fied from the Territory. The Free-State
party etood aloof from the polls, and a canvass showed
that some 2,000, less than & third of the people of the
Territory, Lind eanctioned the call of n Convention,
while the presence of the army slone held the Terri-
tory under a forced truce.

At this juncture, the new Federal Administration
came in, under a President who had obtained success
by the intervention st the polls of u third party—sn
ephiemersl orgauization, built upor a foreign and trivo-
lous issue, which bind just streogth enough and life
encugh to give to s Pro-Slavery party the aid rn-((uin-il
to produce that untoward result. The new Presiden
under u show of moderation, masked & more effectun
intervention than that of his predecessor, in favor of
Sh.ln-e-l.uln.-r and & Slave State, Before cowming into
office, e approached or was spproached by the Su-
preme Court of the United States.  On their docket
was, through seme chance or desicn, an action which
&n obscure Degro man in Missouri hsd Wrought fur his
frecdom against his repoted master, e Court
had arrived at the conclusion, on solemn argument,
that iusomuch as this unfurtuoars negro  had,
through sowe ignorsoce or chicane in special plead-
g, admitted what could net have been proved,
thit he hed descended trom some Afriean who had
ence been beld in bordage; that therefore he wna
pot, in view of the Consutution, a citizen of
the United States, and therefore sould not implead the
reputed master in the Federal courts; and on this
ground the Supreme Conrt were prepared to Jdisuiiss
the action, for want of jnrisdiction over the suitor's
person. This decision, certanly a2 repugnant to the
Decluration of Independence and to the spirit of the
Constitution as to the instinets of humanity, neverthes
less would be one which would exbinust afl the power
of the tribunal, and exclude consideration of all other
questions that bud beeu ruised upon the recond. The
counse] who had sppeared for the megro had volun-
teered from motives of ehari'y, and, ignorant of course
of the disposition which was to be made of the cause,
had argued that Lisclient had been freed from Slavery
by vperation of the Missouri probibition of 184, The
wppuosing counsel, paid by the defending slaveholder,
haa inssted, in reply, that that facious statute was
upconstitutional.  The mock detste had bean heard
in the cbamber of the Court in the basement of the
Capitol, in the presence of the curious visitors at the
sent of Government, whom the dullvess of a judicial
investigation could mot diegust. The Court 'did not
hesitate to please the incoming President, by saiziog
this estrancous and idle forensic discussion, and eon.
verting it into an occasion for propouncing an opinion
that the Mizsouri prohibition was void, and that, by
force of the Constitution, Slavery existed, with all the
elements of property in man over man, in all the Ter-
ritories of the United States, paramount to any popu-
lar sovercignty within the Territories, and even to the
suthority of Copgress itself,

In this ill-omened act, the Bupreme Conrt forgot ite
own dignity, which had nlﬂ'll_\'rﬁrr“u maintained with
just judicial jenlousy, They forpot that the province
of & Court is simply * jus dicere,” nod not ot all * us
dare.” They forgot, aleo, that one **fou) sentence
“does more harm than many foul examples; for the
“ ast do but corrupt the stream, while the former cor-
s rupteth the foutain.”” And they and the President
alikg forgot that judicial wsurpation is more odious
snd intolerable than apy other among the wasifuld
practices of tyranuy.

The day of inanguration camne—the first one among
all the celebrations of ‘that great mational pageant
that was to be desecrated by a coulition between the
Exccutive and Judigial Departments, to undermine the
National Legislattire andthe lihertics of the people. The
President, attendeg by the usual lugt.b.ugr;o ion,
arrived and tool his seat oo the portico, The Su.
preme Court sttgpded him there, in robes which yet

exseted public reversoce, The peopls, wnawane of
the import of the whisperings carried mm between Lhe
President ard the Chisf Justice, svd imboed with ven-
eration for both, fil-d tbe avenues mmd gardens fur
away as the oye could reach. The Preguient sdedressed
3@ in words as blazd as than:d 'bbs:: ‘l:l worst 0‘{;2

¢ Roman Emperors pronounsed w
parple. He m«cm:i t  indeed. bt with ssif
“atisfurtion) the forthcoming extra-judiciabe xposition of
the Constitution, aad his sabmission to i A8
aatboritative and final. The Chief Juation aod his
Astocintes remained silent. The Scpata, too, wers
there —eonstitutional witnesses of the troosfer of sl
ministration, They tos were wlent, akhough tne
promised usarpation waa to subvert the mathority
over more then half of the empire which t.\-nan
bad asenmed entamporsneonsly with the birth of the
nation, and had exercised without interruption for
nearly sevepty years, It coat tha President, ander
the circumstinces, hittle exercise of magnanimity, DIw
to El!rmain to the people of Kansas, on whose neck |
had, with the aid of the Suprema Court, huog the mill-
stone of Slavery, a fair trial in their attempt to east it
off and harl it to the earth, whep ther shuould = wme to
orghnize & State Government, Alas! that even this
cheap promise, utterad under such great soiemnitics,
was only maie to be briken! The pageant ended,
On the 5th of March, the Fudgrs, without even ex-
ohanging their silken robes for eourtiers’ gowns,
paid their salntations to the President, in the Exepn.
tive Palace, Doubtlesslythe President received them
ar pracioualy as Charles L did the Judges who
bad at his instance subverted the statutes of En-
glish Liberty, On the tith of March, the Supreme
Court dismizead the pegro suitor, Dred Scott, to re-
turn to his bondage: and having thus disposad of that
private action for an slleged private wrong, on the
ground of want of jurisdiction in the case, they pro-
ceeded with amusing solomnity ta pronounce the opin-
1o, that if they had had such: jarisdiction, still the
unfortunate negro would have had to remain in bond-
nge, unru»lio-vea' , because the Missouri prohibition vio-
lstes rights of general property involved in Siavery,

ramount to the wuthority of Congress. A few days
ater copies of this opinion’ were multiplied by the Sen-
ate's press and  scattered in the name of the Senate
broadcast over the land, and their publication has yot

¢t been disowned by the Sepate, Simultancously,
yred Seott, who had played the hand of dummy i this
nteresting politicnl game, unwittingly, vet to the cow-
plete satistaction of s adversary, wns voluntarily
emancipated; and thus received from his master, 08 8
ewnrd, the freedom which the Court had denied him
Ash right.

The new President of the United States, hawing or-
gunized this formidable judicial battery at the Cnpi
o], was now resdy to begin his active demonstrati na
of imtervention iu the Territury, Mere oecurred, not
A niw want, but moold ope revived—a Governor for
Knnsas. Robert J. Walker, born and reared in Penn-
eylvanin, a Free State, but lopg a citizen and resident
of Missi=eippi. & Slave State, eminent for talent and
industry, devoted to the President and his party,
plausible and perseveriog, untirisg and efficient,
seemed just the man to conduct the fraudulent in-
choate nroceedings of the ‘mjwwd Lecompton Con-
vention to & conclusion, by dividing the friends of
Free Labor in the Territory, or by casting upon them
the responsibility of defesting their own favorite
poliey by impracticability and contumacy. He wantad
for thiis purpose only s army snd full command of
the Exvcutive exchequer, of promises of favor and of
thrents of punishment, Frederick P. Stanton of Ten-
nessee, honorable and capable, of persunsive nddress,
but honest ambition, was appointed his Sccretary.
The new sgents soon found they had assnmed a task
that would tax all their energies and require all
their adroitorss, On the one side, the Slave-Labor
party were determived to cireuinvent the people,
and “secure, through the Lecompton Convention, a
Slave State. On the other, the people were watehiul,
and determiined not to be circumvented, und in no caes
to submit. Elections for delegates to thut body were
at hand, The Legislature had required 8 census anid
registry of voters to he made by suthorities desiz-
nated by itself, and this duty had been ouly partislly
performed in fifteen of the Jnﬂy-fnur counties, and af-
together omitted in the other piveteen. The party of
Slave Labor insisted on puyment of taxes as a condi-
tion of suffrage. The Frec-Labor party deemed the
whole proceeding void, by resson vt t{le usurpation
practiced and of the defective arrungements for the
election. They discovered a design to surprise in the
refueal of any guaranty that the Constitusion, when
framed, should be submitted to the people, for their
acceptance or rejection, preparatory to an application
under it for the admission of Kansae into the Union.
The Governor, drawing from the ample treasury
of the Execut.ve at Lis command, made due exhibi-
tions of the army, nud threatened the people with
an scceptance of the Lecompton Constitution, how-
ever ohnoxious to them, if they should refuse to vote.
With these mennces, he judiciously mingled promises
of fubulous quan‘ities of lasd for the endowment ef
ronds and educution, He dispensed with the test
ouths aud taxes, Iwmented the defects of census and
registry, and promised the rejection of the Constitu-
tivn, by himself, by the President, and by Congress,
if afull fair, and complete submission of the Consti-
tution should not be made by the Convention; and he
obtsined aud published pledges of such submission by
the party Conventions which uominated the candi-
dates for Delegntes, and even by an imposing number
of thoee candidates themselves, The people stood
aloof, and refused to vote. The army protected the
polls.  The Sluve-Lubor party aloue voted, and voted
without legal restraint, aud so schieved an easy formal
success by casting some two thousand ballote.

Just in this conjuncture, however, the term of three
years' service which the usurping Legi-lature had
tized for ita own members expired, and elections,
authorized by itself, were to be held, for the choice
not oly of néw members, but of a Delegate to Con-
grese,  While the Lecompton Convention was assem-
bling, the Free-Labor party detormined to attend these
Territorial elections, and contest, through them, for
self-geverpment within the Territory. They put
capdidates in pomination on the express ground of
repudistion of the whole Lecompton proceeding,
The Le-'(-m{:n Convention prudently adjourned
to a da yood the elections. a'ha phrtica
contended  at  the hallot-bozes, and the result
was & complete and eonclusive triumph of the
Freo-Laber party. For & moment, this victory, so
important, was jeoparded by the fraudulent pre-
sentation of epurious sod fabricated returns of
slections in almost upinhabited districts, suflicient to
transfer the triumph to the Slave-Labor party, and the
Free-State party was proceeding to vindicate it b
foree. The Governor and Secretary detected, proved,
und exposed this strocious fraud. The Lecompton
Convention dencunced them, aod complaints against
them poured in upon the President, from the slave-
holding States, They were doomed from that time,
The President was silent. The Lecompton Conven-
tion proceeded, snd framed a Constitution which de-
clares Slavery perpetual and irreversible, and post-

pes any alterstion of it vwn Emv'uiupll until atter
84, by which time they hoped that Slavery mizht
have smn«d too deep a hold in the soil of Kauvsas to

be in danger of being uprootad.
All this was easy: but now came the question
whether the Constitution should be submitted to the

People, It was confessed that it wes obnoxious to
them, and, if sxbmitted, would be rejected with indig-
pation and contempt. An official emissary from Wash-
ington is supposed to have suggested the solution
which was adopted.  Thiz was & submission in form,
but pot in faet. The President of the Convention,
without any laws to preserve the purity of the fran.
chise by pepalties for its violation, was suthorized
to desigbate his own agents, altogether irrespectively
of the Territoriul ml:ﬁluritiea. and with their aid to
hold an election, in which thers should be mo vote al-
lowed or received. If sgainst the Constitution itself,
Each voter wpermittas ed to cast & ballot " For the
Constitution with Slavery,” or ** For the Constitu-
tion with no Slavery, and it was turther provided,
that the Constitation sbould stand entire, it & major-
itv of votes should be cast for the Cofstitution with
siavery, while, on the other hand, if the majarity of
votes cast should be * For the Copstitution with no
Rlavery,” then the existing Siavery should not be dis-
tnrbed, butehould remain, with its coutinuance, by the
suiccession of it unbappy victims by descent fornver,
But ¢ven this miserabie shadow of & choice between
forms of 8 Slave-State Constitution wes made to de-
pend on the taking of & test oath to support and
waintain it in the form which shou!d be preferred by
the majority of those who should wote on complying
with that humilistion. The Govervor saw that by
conuiving at shis piiful and wicked juggie be should
both shipwreek his fuine and beoome responsible -
civil war, He remopstrated and sppealed to his chief,
the Presudent of the United States. to condemn it.
Denunciatiops followed him from the Lecompton party
within the Territory, and denunciations no less vie
fent from the Siave States were his greeting st the Na-
tional Capital. The President disappointed bis most
effcctive friend and wisest counselor. Phis present
Copgress hed sow assembied, The President, as if
fearful of delay, forestalled our attention with
recommendations to overlook the manifest objections
to the tragsaction, and to regard the antieipated re-
sult of this mock «lection, then not yet beld, aa equiva-
lent to an acceptance of the Copstitution by the peaple
of Kapens, allegisg that the refusal of the people to
vote either the ballot for the ** Constitution with
Slavery,” or the false and dece'tful ballot for the
 Copstitution with po Slavery,” would justly be re-
parded a8 drawing after it the consequence« ot a tual
seceptance and sdoption of the Conatitution itself,
His argumer t was |puiugr'.‘w, as it lam=nted tha! the
Constitution bad not been fairly submitied; and jesu-
itical, as it urged that the people might, wheu ones
adimitted as & State, chacpe the Constitution st taeir
pleasure, in defiance of the provieion which poetpones
ui change seven years,

Jopies of the Message containiog these srguments
were trasemitted 1o the Termtory, W .cofulivd mce

| legally conclusive of its acceptaoce b

Free-State party,
der, at the eiection to be bel on the 2ist of December,
on the questions submitted by the Comvenwon. The
pecpie, however, were veither misiad nor intim
Alrmed h,xbbudm-nmhylhhwdnlo(
the United States with their oppressars, they bagan to
prepare {or thadast arbrrament of nationa, The S:e-
retary, Mr. Btanton. now Governor ad intertm, isinad
his proclamation, calling the new Terntorial Logisla.
ture to assemble to provide for preserving the public
peace. An Executive #py dispatched rmiormation of
this proceeding to the President by talegraph, and in-
stantty?Mr, Stanton censed to be Secretary and Gov-
¢ernor ad inferim, baing removed by the President, by
and with the advice and consent of the Senate of the
United States. Thua the service of Frederick P. Btan-
ton eame to ag abropt end, but in & manner most hon-
crable to himweli, His chief, Mr. Walker, was Jinaa
wise and less fortanate, He resigned. Putas Thra-
sen {we are informed by Tacitne) bad been often pres-
ent in the Senate, when the fathers desconded to un-
worthy acts, and did ot riee in opposition; but on the
cccasion when Nero provured from them a decres to
celebrate, #s o fastival, the day on which he bad mur-
derwal his mother, Agrippins, Patus left his seat, avd
walked oat of the chamber—thus by hia virtae pro-
voking fature vengeanca, and vet doing no_service to
the canse of Liberty, Possihly Robert J. Walker may
€nd n less etern higtorian,

The new Secretary, Mr, Denver, hecame Governor
of Kansss, the ffth incumbent of that office appointed
within less than four vears, the lewal term of one.
Happily, however, for the honor of the .»-_lun'_ry,_t]m-u
of the recalls were made on the ground of the virtues
of the parties disgraced. The Pro-Consuls of the Ro-
man provinces were brought back to the ( apital to
answer for their crimes, . .

The proceedig which the late Sesretary Stanton
had so wisely instituted, nevertheless, went on; and it
has become, as I trust, the pricipal means of rescuing
from tyranny the people whom he governed 8o briefly
and yet so well. The Lecompton Constitation had
directed, that on the 4th of Jaoun elections should
he held to fil] the State offices and the offices of mem-
bers of the Legislature and member of Congreas, to
assume their trusta when the new State should be wal-
mitted into the Union, The Legislature of the Terri-
torv now enacted salutary laws for preserving the
purity of clections in all coses. It directed the Le-
compton Constitution to be mbmitted to 8 fair vote on
that day, the ballots being made to express 4 consent
ta the Constitution, or & rejection of it, with or with-
out Slavery, The Free-Laborparty l.ll‘.:lmlc'll l\_nl!dlli'_\'
on the question, whether, beside voting sgainst that
Constitution, they should, under protest, vote also for
officers to assume the trusts croated by it, if Congress
should admit the State under it. Aftera majority had
decided that no such votes should be cast, A minority
hretily rejected the decision, and nominated candidatos
for those places, 10 be supported under proteet, The
suceess of the movement, made under the most seri-
ous disadvantages, is conclusive evidenvs of their
strength. While the olection held on the 2lat of Des
cember, allowing all fraudulent votes, lhlowed some
#ix thousand majority for the Constitation with Slavery,
over some five hundred votes for the Constitution
without Slavery, the election on the 4th of January
showed an aggrogate majority of eleven thousand
againet the Corstitution itself in any form, with the
choice, under protest, of & l{»phrc-m-nmt:w in Congress,
and of & large majority of all the candidates nominated
by the Free.-Labor party for the various Executive
and Legislative trusts under the Lecompton Constitu-
tion,

The Territorinl Legislature has aholished Slavery
by & law to take effect in March, 1858, though the Le-
oompton Conatitution oontains pravieions auticipating
and designed to  defeat this great act of justice
and humanity, Tt hasorganized amilitia which stands
ready for the defense of the rights of the people against
any power. The President of the Lecompton Conven-
tion hasfled the Territory, charged with an attempt to

rocure fraudulent returne to reverse the already

clared results of the last election, and he holila the
public in guspense a8 to his success until after his arri-
valat the Capital, and the decigion of Congress on the
scceptance of the Lecomptom Const itution. In the
menn time, the Territorial Legislature has called n
Convention, subject to the popular approval, to be held
in March next, snd toform a Constitution to be sub-
mitted to the people, and, when adopted, to be the or-
ganic law of the new State of Kansas, subject to her
ndmission into the Union. The President of the
United States, baving received the Lecompton
Congtitution, hae submitted it to Congress, and in-
sisting that the vote taken on the juggle of the Te-
compten Convention, held on the 20st of December, is
the people, and
absolute against the fair, dircet, au unimpeachable
rejection of it by that people, made on the dth of
Japusry last, he recommends and urges and implores
the sdmission of Kansas as a State into the Federal
Union, under that false, pretended, and spurious Con-
stitution, I refrain from any examination of this ex-
traordingry message, My recitalis less complete than
I bave hoped, if it does not overthrow all the Presi-
dent's arguments in favor of the acceptance of the Le-
compten Constitution as an act of the people of Kan-
sk, however epecious, and without descending to any
details. In Congress, those who seek the admission
of Kansas under that Constitution strive to delay the
admiseion of Minnesota until their opponents shall

compromise on"that paramount question.

Thix, Mr, President, is & concise account of the na-
tional intervention in the Teritoriea in fsvor of Rlave
Labor and Slave States since 1820, No wonder that
the question before us excites apprehensions and
alarme. There is at last & North wide of this Cham-
ber, 8 North eide of the Chamber of Repr tatives,
& North side of the Union, as well as South sides of
all these, Fuch of them is watchful, jealous, and
resolute. 1f it be true, a# has so often heen asserted,
that this Union cannot survive the decision by Con.

ven of & direct question involving the adoption of a

‘ree Btate which will establish the ascendency of Free
States under the Constitutien, und draw after it the
restoration of the influence of Freedom in the domestic
and foreign couduct of the Government, then the day
of disealution is at band. &,

I bave thus, Mr. President, arrived at the third eir-
cumstance attending the Kansss question which I
bave thought worthy of consideration, namely: that
the pational intervention in the Territories in favor of
Slave Labor and Klave States is opposed to the mate-
rial, moral, and so®ial developments of the Republie,
The proposition eeems to involve a paradox, but it is
easy to understand that the checks which the Consti.
tution applies, through prudent eantion, to the relative
increase of the representation of the Free States in the
House of Repreunur.ivu, nnd especially i the Sen-
ate, cooperating with the differences of temper and
political sctivity between the two classes of States,
may direct the Government of the Federal Union in
one course, while the tendencies of the pation itself,
popularly regarded, are in o direction u.‘ll‘:l]{ opposite.

‘l'hp ense and success which mttended the earher
policy of intervention in favor of Free Lubor and Free
States, and the resistance whick the converse policy
of intefvention in favor of Slave Labor and Slave
States cncounters, uulﬂ:":-nllr eatablish the existence
of the antagonism between the Government and the
nation which I have ssserted. A vessel moves quistly
and peacefully while it descends with the curret.
You mark its way by the foam on its track only when
it is foreed against the tide. 1 will not dwell on other
Imnfp-—such as the more rapid growth of the Free
States, the ruptures of ecclesinstical Fedecal [nions,
and the demoralization and disorganization of peliti-
eal partics,

Mr. President, T bave shown whyit is that the Knn-
#ns question is sttended by difficultics and dangers
only by way of preparation for the submission of my
opirions in regard to the manner in which the question
onght to be determined and settled. 1 thiok, with
great deference to the judgments of others, that the
expedient, peaceful, andfright way to determine it is to
reverse the existing policy of intervention in favor of
Slave Labor und Slave States, It would he wise
restore the Missouri prohibition of Slavery in Kansas
and Nebrasks. There was peace in the Territories
and in the States unti] that great statute of Freedom
war subverted. It istroe that there were frequent
debates here on the subjest of Slavery, and that there
were profound sympathies among the people, awaken-
ed by or r*vrmdlng to those debates,  Hut what was
Congress instituted for but debate ! 'What makes the
American people to differ from all other nations, but
this—that while amopg them power enfories silence,
here all public questions are referred W0 debnte, free
debate in Copgresa. Do you tell e that the Supreme
Court of the Urited States has removed tie tounda-
tinna of that g].;mt statute ' I reply, that they huve
dove wuo ruch thing; they could not ‘do it
They have remanded the pegro man Dred Seott
:a;“:h:'rul:trdy --rh}lin mantiar. With that de

ave pothing to do, at least nothin

uow to do, This s the sem'nt of the judgment r:an‘-
dered, the extent of any judgment they conld reader,
Already the pretended further decision i= subyerted
in Kansas. it will be in every Free State and ln
every Free Territory of the United States. The Su.
preme Court, also, can reverse ita spurions judgment
more earily than we could reconeile the people to its
caurpation. Sir, the Supreme Court of the United
States attempts to command the people of the United
States 1o #ccept the principles that ope man can own
""ﬁ"f en, nnd.um they must guarantee the inviols-
bility of that fulse and pernicious properly, The peo-
pie of the United States never can, and they never
will, necept principles o uneenstitutional and s &b
borrent.  Never, never. Let the Court recede.
Whether it recede or pot, we shall reomganize the
Court, and thus reform ite political senfiments and
practices, and bring them into larmony with the Con-
stitution snd with the laws of natare. o doing s,
we shall pot only reassume our own just suthority,
but we shall restore that hugh tribunal iteelf to the po-
#ition it ought to mamtain, moce so mADY \Balianable
rights of eitizens, and even of States themselves, de-
pecd opon ite impartiality axd its wedom,

De you tell me Mthﬂnflmw.ﬂ "
nnmfz, bat will agitate! Think first whether the
Free Stotes will oquiesce in a decision that shall aot
only be arjust, but fraudulent. True, they wmill ot
menace the Republic. They have an ensy and gimple
remedy umel';: i0 take the Government out of un.

fust and upfaithful hends, and commit to thoss
J!‘:hirh :- il t‘:f just and !'s.i]lhl’ull tl-l?m hwum:'t;
ki . They waut ouly s it .
pon l"wrmd : e ";Wr completeness of organizy.

PRIpOa lenst addition to |

tion, These will resalt from only the b
{he pressure of Slavery upon them, You are Jendmg
all that i« necessary, and ¢ven more, in this very aot, |
Tut will the Slave States agitate ! “iay' Bacansg they
have lost at last o battle that they could mot  win,

anwisely provoked, fought with all the adv of
stintegy and intervention, and on s field chose by
themeelves. What would they gain’ Can hey

compel Kansas to adopt Slavery against her
Would it be reasonable or just to do it, if they
Was pegro sersitude ever forced by the
on any people that inberited the blood “which cire
|ates {n our veins, nnd the sentiment= which makes
a free people 7 17 they will agitate on such a groun
ns this, then how, or when, by what concessions w
can make, will thev ever be satisfied ! To what en
wonld they agitate 7 1t can sow b only to divide the
Union,  Will they pot need some fairer or more plaus-"
ible excuse fur & proposition so desporate 1 How

would they improve their condition, by drawing down
a certain ruin upon themselves® Wonll “bey ma
ALy pew security for Slavery ! “unh‘!_thn, not -
nrd securities thut are invaluable™ Sir, they who
talk so idly, talk what they do not koow t ved,
No man when ¢ool can promise what he will do when
be shall be inflawed; no man infismed can speak for
his nctions when time and necessity shall bﬂl‘ reflec-
tion. Much lers eon any one speak for States such
eI TEEnCied, A

But, I shall not ineist, now, on &0 radical & measure
as the restoration of the Missouri prohibition. Iknow
how difficult it i for power to relinquish even & per-
picions and suicidal policy all at once. We may at.
tain the same result, 1o this partic ular case of Kansas,
without going buck so far.  Go back only to the
ground assumed in 1504, the gronnd of popular sov-
(reicnty.  Happily for the Ml_llmr- of that measure,
he zealous and cnergetic resistanco of nbnses prac-
ticed under it han so far been effective that popular
overeignty in Kansas may now be wade s fact, and
Liberty there may be rescued from dasger through
its free exervise. Popular sovervignty is an epie of
two parte. Part the firt presents Freedom in Keasas
cst. Part the second, if yor mlllrunnnt to write it,

tall be Frecdom in Kansas rogained. alt is on thia
eround that 1 hiail the eminent Senator from Illlnoie
"My, Douglas] and his associates, the istingushad
Kenator from Michigan [Mr. Stuart], and the fal o
hut most brave Seostor from Calitorsia [ M. Brod-
erickl. The Iate Mr. Clay told e that Providence has
many ways for saving Dations. God forbid that [
shorld consent to see Freedom wounded hecanse
own lead or even my own agency in saviog it :Iua
be rejected. 1 will cheerfully cooperate with thesa
new defendersof this sacred cause in i 1
will award them all due praise, when we shall have
been successtul, for their Inrge share of merit in ite de-
liverance, i

Will vou tell me that it is difficult to induce the
Sepate and the House of Representatives to take that
short backward step’ ©nthe ecatrary, the harded
task that an executive dictator ever sct, or parlis-
mentATy MARASCT eVer undertook, 15 to prevest this
very stép from being taken. Lot the President take
off his hand, and the bow, Leot so long, and held ta
ita tension by o hard & pressure, will relax nnd
straighten itself at once.

Consider now, if you pleass, the consoquences of
vour refusal, It you attempt to corree ansas 1nto
the Upion amder the lni;-m;m;ltl ‘np;:;l.nthu, 'l:

wole of that Territory will resort to civil war,

f::-l sledged 1o put down that revolution by the sword,
Will the people listen to your voice amid the thunders
of your canuen ! Let but _one drop of the blood of &
free citizen be shed there by the Federal Army, and
the countenanee of every representstive of & Free
State in either Hense of Con will Llanch, and his
tongue will refuse to utter the vote necossary to sus.
tain the Arury in the butchery of his fullow-o :

Practically, you have already one intestine and lar-
ritoria]l war. A waragaiust Brighnm Young in Utah.
C'an you carry on two, and confine the strite withia the
Territories ? ~ Can you win hoth 7 A wiss nation will
never provoke more than one enemy ut one tme, [
know that you argue that the Free-State meo of
Kansas nra inpracticable, factious, seditions ! Ap-
swer three we questions: Are theynot a m-‘zray, and
#o proclaimed by the people of Kausns? Ix not thia
quarrel, for the right of goveraing themselves, con-
ceded by the Federal Constitution’ s the tyrannyof
forcing n hateful Government upon thein less th
able than three cents impost on 8 pound of tes, or five
cents duty on & promissory note? Yoo say that
can change this Lecompton Constitution when it
once have heen foroed upon them. Tet it be abas-
doved pow. What guaranty can you give sga

our own intervention to prevent that future eh.ﬂ
{\'hnt seourity can you give for your own ndheresce o
the eopstruction of the Constitution which you adopt,
from expediency, to-day ! What hetter is & conatitu-
tion than & by-law of & eyrporlli(m. ifit may be foreed |
+ b & State to-day and reje to-morrow, o derogee
ion of its express inhibition '

1 perceive, Mr. President, that in the way of argu-
ment, [ have passod already from the sround of axpe-
diency, on which I wea standiry, to that of right and
ustice. Among all our refinements of covatitutional
earning, one principle, ono fundemental principle, hae
teen faithfully preserved, namely: t new
States must ecome voluntarily ioto the Union; they
must not ba forced into it. ** Usite or e, was the
motto addressad to the States in the time of the Revo-
lution, Though Kansas should perish, she cannot be
breught into the Union by foree.

8o long as the States shall come in by fres eonsenty

their admission will be an act of union, And this will be | -
a Confederncy, Whenever they ehall be broughtin |
by fraud or Torce, their admission will bo an set of

consolidation, and the nation, censing to bo & Conled-
eracy, will become in reality an Empire. All our sle- |+
menfary instruction is wrong, orsta this of
the Comstitution will subvert the libetties of the
American m‘-gle.

You argus the conseut of Kansas from documentary
proofs, from her forced and partial scn]ld.no:q
under your tyranmical rule, from alections frandu-
lently conducted, from ber own contamucy, sod ir
your own records, made up bore agal h.r.1
apswer the whole argument st onee: K protasts
Lere. and stands, by your own confession, in an ati-
tude of rebellion at home, to resist the snnexatiod
which you contend she is soliciting at your haads.

Sir, it your proofs were a thousand times m
would not hold the people of Kuatas hound by
They all are contradicted by stern fact. A
can be bound by no action conducted in their
and pretending to their sanction, unless they
E"”Mt freedom ard safety in givieg that

ou have held the people of Kansas in dareas from
the first hour of their attempted ization as B
community. To crown this duress by an act at ooes
forcing Blavery on them, which the, and them
into & unjon with you, on terms which t ylhm
would be but to illustrate snew, and on a grand s
the maxim— -

* Provperum of felir celus, virfas paea bur,”

Mr. President, it 15 an voension for joy and trinm

-h;n A community r.lmlf hins """"".‘:‘f* itnelf

under cireumstances of privation exile,

ceeded through nmpof Territorial or w’ﬁ

dependence on distant central aathority, []

State, in the full enjoyment of civil and religions

erty, and rises into the dignity of a membar of

loiperisl Union.  But, in the rase of

whole existence has been, and it yot s, o trial, a tem-
, 8 chaos—and now you proposs to make her

tials & celebration of the funersl of her freedom.

people of Kavsas arn entitled to save that

or they have won it back when it had heen

rom them by invasion and usurpation, Sir, you am

great and strong, O this coutinent, thore is po power

that can resist yow. On any othar, thers is hardly 8

Power that would not reluctantly engage ﬂhrl

but you ean pever, pever conquer Kansan, :

power, like a throne whieh is bullt of pioe hoards,

covered with purple, in weakness, excopt it bedes

fended by people coufiding in you, because

1hat you are & just, sud grateful for the freedom tbst,

under you, they enjoy.

Tir._;rh:iew once more of this sul) 10\;.‘-‘“. )
+ubmit that our nity re st e .
own digni :‘;I: h 9o

give over this champerty wi

practice in rneriln]ng s{:quim in their rule s 8

condition of tolerat ion of w";r‘m in the

tories, We are defeated in it. We ﬂ‘*hlu‘i*

it up, avd admit Kansas &+ & Free State, since Ll

will consent to be aduutted only in that character,
Mr. President, if | could at all ":ﬂl’“. ®

or expedient to enlarge the fieid of Slave labor

taveholdirg swhy in this Nepublic, I should eset.

theless maintain that it ix wise to ro{mquhh the

to sustain Slavery in Kinsas, The question, in

1o tnat Territory, haa risen from s private one

Klavery as & domestic iustitution, to oue of Sl

a pational policy. At cvery step you have befn

ing. Wil you go on still further, ever con

yet ever unsuccessinl?

}I b'.-}.e;'r,]hi{: ;:0 some ex'ent, in the |

theory. 1 thipk thers are regions, beginning 8t

North Pole and stretching southward, zh'ﬂ Slsvery

will die out soow, if it be plasted; asd [ koow &

well that in the tropies, and to some extent portbward

of them, Slavery livea long, and 18 hard to

But 1 eannot find o gertain houndary. | am sar,

ever, that 36 3 s too far north. | think it je®

movable boundary, and that every year it adv

toward & more southern paraliel. for
But is thers just pow & real want of & sew State
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{be emplayment of Slave Labor! 1 s nod feel the
mddpuzm for & pew State to be riyned to Free




